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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 25 September on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [7.47 pm]: I rise to continue my remarks — 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, keep your noise down; thank you.  

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I would like to continue my remarks in response to the Premier’s Statement that I made some 
time ago. I think I was cut off after five minutes into it, so I will continue. I am not sure exactly where I left off. 
I will not recount in great detail the beginning of my previous comments but I will make some comments about the 
widening of the Kwinana Freeway, which is a major issue of significance not just to the people of Baldivis, but to 
the people of many electorates and suburbs along the southern corridor of Perth, right down to Dawesville, Mandurah, 
Warnbro, Rockingham and Kwinana, and Darling Range perhaps to a lesser degree. Traffic congestion on 
Kwinana Freeway is a major issue. As we know, a strange scenario surrounds the north-bound lanes that perhaps only 
engineers such as the member for Nedlands and other traffic experts can explain—it is referred to as the Cockburn 
bottleneck. I guess it has something to do with the way the ramps and the traffic flow happens at that part of the freeway. 
I think we have all experienced this. It can be any day, and often it can be any time of the day, that traffic slows down. 
At peak times, particularly in the mornings, for commuters heading north along the freeway it has a knock-on effect 
all the way down the freeway. Motorists entering the freeway from Safety Bay Road, which includes many of my 
constituents, will be confronted with a car park that quickly develops a new kilometres up the freeway.   

It is a major issue in Baldivis, as I am sure it is in other communities in that part of the world. It was raised with 
me continually as a candidate prior to the 2017 election. I have told the story in this place before, I think, about how 
I urged the then shadow Minister for Transport to commit to funding the widening of the freeway. Being a very 
responsible person, the shadow transport minister at the time was not going to make that political commitment, 
even though it would have been well received in the communities that I represent, and others. She would not make 
that commitment because she could not be certain of funding. When there was a change of government, and the 
shadow Minister for Transport became the Minister for Transport, she was able to secure, with the cooperation of 
the Treasurer, the Premier and the former Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, funding to be directed to other 
roadworks, away from the Roe 8 project, and the widening of Kwinana Freeway was one of those. An amount of 
$50 million was allocated for that work. Over the past year or more, people travelling on Kwinana Freeway have 
been very aware of the roadworks, and they continue to this day. 

Most of the people in the community have been responsible and patient, because they know that any delay 
occurring now is similar to the natural delays that occurred with the impact of the Kwinana bottleneck, but they 
know that the delays they are experiencing now will lead to a positive outcome when that widening work is 
completed in the coming months. It will be a very welcome project when it is opened. As an interesting aside, the 
regulation of the traffic speed down to 80 kilometres an hour on a large section of that freeway might have had the 
impact of creating a smoother flow. The previous impact of the Cockburn bottleneck was not much different from 
having the construction work, narrowing of lanes and associated work going on at the moment. It has not materially 
changed much—we have the same delays—but it just means that we know there will be a positive outcome. That 
is a positive issue for infrastructure in the community that I represent. It has a direct impact on people living in 
suburbs such as Baldivis, Bertram and Wellard, and then further inland to Waikiki and Leda. That frustration is 
a constant issue, because we know it means that people have to leave for work earlier than they would have to if 
the freeway was running at the correct speed, and it means less time with their families. We are looking forward 
to this project being completed. 

A range of important infrastructure projects impact on the community that I represent, and I want to go through 
some of them to give members an idea of how the McGowan government has been very good at investing in 
infrastructure. We have heard comments that there has not been enough investment in infrastructure, but I know 
that in the community I represent, infrastructure development is going ahead, it is very obvious to the community, 
and it is going to make life a lot easier for a lot of people in the community. Baldivis has grown rapidly in recent 
years. It is a suburb and a community of young families with lots of children, and one of the boom local industries 
is actually education. The industry involves the employment of hundreds and possibly thousands of people, 
including teachers, associated administration staff, education assistants, and gardeners—the list is endless. In 
Baldivis, it also involves the investment of tens of millions of dollars in state and independent private school 
facilities in the community. 
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I want to go through some of the recent works that have occurred just in the time that I have been the member 
for Baldivis. Wellard Primary School, a brand-new school near the freeway in Wellard, serves the growing 
community estates of Providence and Emerald Park, and reaches across the freeway eastward into the electorate 
of Darling Range to take in the community of Sunrise. These are new communities, with young families starting 
out with young children, and a world-class primary school is growing rapidly. As members of Parliament, we all 
find in this place that schools are the heart of our communities. We do not have town squares as much anymore; 
we have local schools, where we see parents of other children who become our friends. We see them at drop-off 
and pick-up, and it is part of the community glue that makes a suburb into a community. 

In addition to Wellard Primary School, we have seen the addition of a second government high school in Baldivis. 
I am not sure whether a suburb anywhere in Perth has two government high schools—I might be wrong. But 
Baldivis has two government high schools. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: Do you mean a suburb or electorate? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I mean a suburb. There would be plenty of electorates but — 

Mr W.R. Marmion: Subiaco. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Subiaco—with the new Bob Hawke College, of course. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: No, Subiaco already has Perth Modern School and Shenton College. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Is Shenton College in Subiaco or Nedlands? The member would know. I am guessing. 

In Baldivis, we have two government high schools. We have the existing Baldivis Secondary College, and this 
year the new Ridgeview Secondary College opened to the south of Baldivis. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: No, that was a movie from the 1980s—it takes us all back. I think it was called Fast Times 
at Ridgemont High. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: Yes, there can be some confusion with that movie that we all enjoyed, but this is  
Ridgeview Secondary College in Baldivis. In addition, there have been some major extensions to Mother Teresa 
Catholic College in Baldivis. A few years ago it was just a primary school, but, as of the last two years, it has 
extended to year 12. This may interest the member for Nedlands again, with his engineering bent: it is the largest 
rammed earth building in the southern hemisphere. It is actually a series of buildings, but they are connected with 
walkways, and continually linked up with rammed earth. It is a very attractive, modern and durable building, but 
it is the largest rammed earth structure in the southern hemisphere—another claim for Baldivis. I think it should 
be on the Griswold family tour. 

Mr I.C. Blayney: Do you know who was the architect? 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I cannot tell the member off the top of my head, but I can find out if he is interested. I might 
have a picture on my phone with the architect board. 
Mr I.C. Blayney: It might have been Broderick from Subiaco, I think, because he built the new school in Geraldton 
that is built out of rammed earth as well. 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: It could very well be; I will have to check that. 
Other construction work is going on. Big extensions are being made to King’s College in Bertram, and new 
works are planned at Peter Carnley Anglican Community School in Wellard. As members can see, there is a very 
vibrant government and independent school community in Baldivis, and it is growing. The state government has 
also announced that, in addition to all those schools I have just mentioned, two new primary schools will be built 
in Baldivis. The first of them, which had the planning name Baldivis north primary school, is due to open for the 
2020 school year. The new principal, Craig Stanners, is in place there, appointing his team, and that school will be 
open for the beginning of the new school year in a couple of months’ time. It is a brand-new school that has only 
recently taken on the name Sheoak Grove Primary School, named after a grove of native sheoak trees in the area. 
In addition, a second government primary school will be built in Baldivis, to the south this time. It has a planning 
name of Baldivis south primary school, and it will be open at the beginning of the 2021 school year.  
Since I was a candidate and have been the member for Baldivis, a new school has opened every year, and that will 
continue to be the case in subsequent years. Indeed, I think it was the case for a number of years before I arrived 
on the scene. That is enormous growth reflected in the number of families and the number of children being born 
in the area. 
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When families are growing, we obviously need other facilities. Sport is another booming business in Baldivis. It 
has the biggest suburban football competition, with the Baldivis Brumbies, which was successful in winning the 
league grand final at Rushton Park recently, with a wonderful celebration. There is also the White Knights Baldivis 
Cricket Club, which is so large it may have to be split into two; the Baldivis Soccer Club for soccer fans; and the 
Baldivis District Football Club, because the BSC has not been able to accommodate the demand for kids to play 
soccer. There is the Baldivis Basketball Club, the Baldivis Little Athletics Centre, the Baldivis Netball Club and 
the Baldivis Tennis Club. I am sure I have missed some along the way. Baldivis has one of the most active sporting 
communities in the state. That is aided by the addition of a major new facility, the Baldivis district sporting complex, 
a major undertaking by the local council, assisted with $1.5 million in state government contribution. There was 
a federal allocation of another $2 million from a Labor government had it been elected this year, but, unfortunately, 
that amount was not forthcoming. I wrote to the Prime Minister to congratulate him on his win and suggested that 
perhaps he might like to look at doing the right thing by the people of Baldivis. I did not get a response. I got 
a response from Hon Ben Morton, who did not address the issue and we did not get any commitment there. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: I would like to mention other facilities in Baldivis such as the recently opened Baldivis South 
Community Centre. It is a wonderful new community centre to which there was the addition of about $900 000 in 
Lotterywest money. Before that, another sporting complex received about $1 million in Lotterywest support. This 
growth is continuing and we are playing catch-up to a degree because of the massive growth that occurred during the 
mining and resources boom. If we want to talk about infrastructure and the provision of services to the community, 
they are happening in Baldivis and the suburb is transforming. 
Another matter I want to raise as a representative of an outer suburban area where there are issues around urban 
sprawl and demands for people is that of finding space for housing. I really think it is time that the burden is lifted 
from the outer suburbs to always provide the space for new homes. Places like Baldivis and other fringe suburbs 
have valuable environments and valuable bushland, which are being knocked down to accommodate new housing 
estates. Obviously, we need growth and the capacity to house more people. However, as a representative of an outer 
metropolitan area, I believe more responsibility and more burden need to be shouldered by those older inner suburbs 
of Perth. I note that some lively debate is going on at the moment in some of the older inner suburbs of Perth where 
people oppose any suggestion of infill or higher density. They do that thinking that other places can bear that 
responsibility and burden and other communities can see bush wiped out because areas that are established, with 
services and infrastructure already in place, refuse to contemplate infill or some degree of higher density. I was 
recently speaking to Dale Alcock, who will be known to everyone in here as one of the major Perth builders. We 
discussed his vision of Stirling Highway being made a boulevard between Perth and Fremantle where there could 
legitimately and acceptably be infill of perhaps up to four and five storeys along the length of Stirling Highway. 
We are not talking about massive towers but about higher density infill in an area that has bus services, train services, 
medical facilities and hospitals—all the infrastructure already in place that is expensive to provide on the outskirts 
of Perth. I believe those established suburbs need to shoulder more of the burden of growth in Western Australia. 
At the moment, the pendulum is unfairly in the direction of those outer suburbs that have to suffer the consequences 
of growth. I think it should be shifted in the other direction. I think those older inner suburbs can do with more infill 
without impacting on the quality of life and the amenity of those communities. It is something we need to seriously 
look at. I know the planning minister is keen for this to happen. 

There is another issue. One of the communities I represent is the suburb of Wellard, an area developed probably 
about 10 years ago now by Peet Ltd. Peet has done a terrific job of incorporating natural vegetation, including old 
established mature gum trees within the urban environment. Too often, we see the d9 approach to development of 
new estates in Western Australia. We flatten everything, reduce the land to flat sand and then try to re-establish 
gardens and European trees, which struggle in our Australian environment. I believe there is another way to proceed 
when we do developments in outer suburban areas. We should look at the example set in Wellard where Peet Ltd 
has retained large amounts of native vegetation and natural environment that provides an environment for native 
fauna. It has retained many large trees. As a result, there is a very attractive community with new homes that have 
shade and large trees throwing shade over large amounts of the neighbourhood. If people drive around Wellard, 
they will suddenly take a strange twist in the road because they will be driving around a big gum tree located in an 
odd position because the planners decided that rather than knock it down, it could take the road around it. People 
could be driving past some homes, which will come to an end at some public open space, and there will be a strand 
of gumtrees where the developer thought they were valuable and worthy of retaining. I know that the best way to 
make money when developing a new estate is to knock everything down and squeeze in as many lots as possible, but 
I think the example set by Peet Ltd creates a much more liveable community and an area where blocks retain much 
higher values and be a place where people want to live. There are some other costs that probably cannot be calculated 
in the environmental cost of that approach, such as cooling down homes in the neighbourhood so people are not 
cranking up their air conditioners to full blast in the summer. This is the way we need to look at doing developments.  
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I have mentioned two elements tonight. I have had this conversation with the Minister for Planning and others. 
We need to do urban development differently. We need to retain much more of the urban canopy and have wildlife 
corridors so if there are some stranded kangaroos, they might have a chance to get away without being hemmed in 
by roads and houses. We need to inspire and encourage developers to think more carefully about how they plan 
their developments and what native vegetation they can retain. Obviously, when old agricultural land is being 
developed, everything has been wiped out, so there is no valuable native vegetation to retain. However, there are 
many places in Perth where magnificent trees have been for decades and if not for some simple planning changes 
or a different approach by developers, we could retain that environment. We would then have the best of both worlds 
with an environment that is a home for native fauna and a beautiful environment to enjoy because nobody likes to 
see bushland flattened. However, perhaps if it is done in a more surgical and more responsible way, we can have 
suburbs that we want to live in that mix it and share the environment with the bush and the natural environment. 
That is one approach with new development. The other is that we should take more pressure off the outskirts of Perth 
to find accommodation for our growing community. The older suburbs can take more people. They have the services 
and they have the facilities; they do not have to be built again. They have the schools; I talked earlier about all these 
new schools we are building, and the average primary school in Baldivis has 800 to 900 kids. We know that all 
across Perth there are wonderful, established local primary schools with only a couple of hundred kids, so we need 
to re-look at the way we go forward in planning for growth. As a representative of an outer suburban community—
I am sure there are many other members here tonight who would concur with me—this is the way forward. We, 
as a community, have to work together. We do not need a divide and we do not need to be at each other’s throats. 
We need to work together to see a better way forward. I thank the Acting Speaker (Ms M.M. Quirk), and I conclude 
my comments on the Premier’s Statement. Thank you. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 
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